
  
 

  
 

Upcoming Events in Nelson Tasman 
 

Dates: Event: Venue: 
   
2026   
May 2026   
Tue 26 May New Zealand Army Band: Brass in Concert Theatre Royal 
Wed 27 May Marlon Williams Trafalgar Centre 
Fri 29 May The Breeze Heave for Hospice Selwyn Place Top of 

Trafalgar St 
Fri 29 May – Mon 1 
Jun 

Ceol Aneas* NCMA and various 
other venues 

Sat 30 May – Sun 7 
Jun 

Founders Book Fair Founders Heritage 
Park 

Sun 31 May Cyclocross Series – Race One Brandford Park 
Sun 31 May Milnes Beatson Kaiteriteri Gold Kaiteriteri Recreation 

Reserve 
   
June 2026   
9 Apr – 19 Jul Taku Rau Tīkumu Nelson Provincial 

Museum 
Sat 30 May – Sun 7 
Jun 

Founders Book Fair Founders Heritage 
Park 

Wed 3 Jun The First 1000 Days/Nathan Wallis Saxton Oval 
Wed 3 Jun The Big Sing NCMA 
Wed 3 Jun Virginia Woolf – Photographer and Canon 

Master 
Founders Heritage 
Park 

Fri 5 Jun Ireland: The Voyage Theatre Royal 
Fri 5 & Sat 6 Jun Banff Mountain Film Festival Trafalgar Centre 
Sat 6 Jun – Sun 28 
Jun 

Make it Nelson Various Nelson City 
Venues 

Sat 6 Jun Make It at the Cathedral Nelson Cathedral 
Sat 6 Jun Resourceful Craft ‘26 Fairfield House 
Sat 6 Jun Tāhunanui Community Planting Day Tahunanui  Beach 

Volleyball Courts 
Sun 7 Jun Social Animal Theatre Royal 
Tue 9 – Thu 11 Jun Save the Kiwi National Hui Rutherford Hotel 
Sat 13 Jun Gala Royale Rutherford Hotel 
Sat 13 Jun Dance Suite Theatre Royal 
Sat 13 Jun Giants v Southland Sharks Trafalgar Centre 
Sun 14 Jun The Backyard Funduro TBC 
Mon 15 Jun – Sun 12 
Jul 

Burger Nelson Tasman Nelson Tasman Burger 
Restaurants 

Wed 17 Jun Under the Big Top – Legacy Dance Theatre Royal 
Wed 17 Jun Giants v Manawatu Jets Trafalgar Centre 



  
 

  
 

Sat 20 Jun Make It at The Cathedral Nelson Cathedral 
Sat 20 Jun Tāonga Pūoro Wānanga 97 Pascoe St 
Sat 20 Jun Let’s Party like it’s 1979 Fairfield House 
Sun 21 Jun Save The Date Wedding Fair Granary Founders 

Heritage Park 
Sun 21 Jun Cyclocross Series – Race Two TBC 
Wed 24 Jun Little Shop of Horrors Theatre Royal 
Wed 24 – Thu 25 Jun Kaiaotange o Te Reo Symposium Trafalgar Centre 
Fri 26 Jun Aspire  Trafalgar Centre 
Sat 27 Jun Toiere NZ Opera NCMA 
Sun 28 Jun Giants v Auckland Tuatara  Trafalgar Centre 
Tue 30 Jun Naylande College Dance Showcase Theatre Royal 
   
July 2026   
9 Apr – 19 Jul Taku Rau Tīkumu Nelson Provincial 

Museum 
Fri 3 – Tue 7 Jul Te Ramaroa* Nelson City Centre 
Sat 4 Jul The Midwinter Showdown The Boathouse 
Sun 5 Jul Giants v Franklin Bulls Trafalgar Centre 
Fri 10 Jul Te Huihuinga-o-Matariki 2026 Matariki Festival* Saxton Stadium 
Sat 11 Jul Nelson Marathon* Great Taste Trail 
Sun 12 Jul South Island Schools Cyclo Cross 

Championships 
Harakeke Green, 
Saxton Field 

Mon 13 – Tue 14 Jul South Island Greenkeepers Conference  Beachside Conference 
& Events Centre 

Fri 17 Jul Modern Māori Quartet NCMA 
Fri 17 – Sat 18 Jul Nelson Adventure Film Festival Suter Theatre 
Wed 22 – Sun 26 Jul Nelson’s 1st Winter Jazz Festival* Various inner city 

Venues 
Fri 24 Jul Music Icons – Let’s Dance Theatre Royal 
Sat 25 Jul Giants v Tauranga Whai Trafalgar Centre 
Thu 30 Jul Top of the South Gangshow Variety Show Theatre Royal 
Fri 31 Jul Tasman Mako v Noth Harbour Trafalgar Park 
Fri 31 Jul Top of the South Wood Council Forestry Awards Trafalgar Centre 
   
August 2026   
TBC The Kids Sing NCMA 
Sun 2 Aug Cyclocross Series – Race Three TBC 
Wed 5 – Thu 6 Aug Raine & Horne Conference Rutherford Hotel 
Wed 5 – Sat 8 Aug Winter Whisky Festival Kismet 
Sun 9 Aug Baby and Kids Market Founders Heritage 

Park 
Sat 15 Aug My Time My Life Founders Heritage 

Park 
Sat 15 Aug Hayley Sproull – Sproull on the Prowl Theatre Royal 
Sat 22 Aug Judy’s Encore Theatre Royal 
Sun 23 Aug Cyclocross Series – Race Four TBC 



  
 

  
 

Wed 26 Aug Creedence Clearwater Collective Theatre Royal 
Thu 27 Aug Mel Parsons – Castle Hill Album Release Tour Theatre Royal 
Fri 28 Aug New Zealand String Quartet Presents: 

Transform 
NCMA 

Fri 28 Aug Daffodil Day Nelson Tasman Region 
Sat 29 Aug Tasman Mako v Northland Kauri - Farah Palmer 

Cup  
Trafalgar Park 

   
September 2026   
Thu 3 Sep Fleetwood Macs Theatre Royal 
Sat 5 Sep A Night at the Opera Theatre Royal 
Sat 5 – Sun 6 Sep Model Railway Exhibition Warnes Stadium 
Sat 12 Sep Parent & Child Expo Founders Heritage 

Park 
Fri 18 Sep Tasman Mako v Auckland Trafalgar Park 
Fri 18 – Sun 20 Sep Home and Garden Show 2026 Saxton Stadium 
Sat 19 Sep Beach Clean Up Tahunanui Beach 
Thu 24 Sep Tasman Mako v Bay of Plenty Trafalgar Park 
Sat 26 – Sun 27 Sep The Coppermine Race* Maitai Valley 
Wed 30 Sep – Sun 4 
Oct 

South Island Chess Championships* Rutherford Hotel 

   
October 2026   
Wed 30 Sep – Sun 4 
Oct 

South Island Chess Championships Rutherford Hotel 

Fri 2 – Sun 4 Oct NZ Highland Dancer of the Year 2026* Trafalgar Centre 
Fri 2 – Fri 9 Oct Nelson Clay Week* Nelson City Venues 
Sat 3 – Sun 4 Oct Transport Fest Higgins Park, 

Wakefield 
Sun 4 Oct Boutique Craft Market Founders Heritage 

Park 
Mon 5 Oct Cane & Horeshari Global Odyssey NCMA 
Thu 8 Oct Wine Nelson Trafalgar Centre 
Thu 8 – Sat 10 Oct Anglican Diocese Synod Beachside Conference 

and Events Centre 
Tue 13 – Thu 15 Oct New Zealand Aquaculture Conference Rutherford Hotel 

Nelson 
Fri 16 Oct ANZSA Seaweed Summit Rutherford Hotel 

Nelson 
Fri 16 Oct The Great Western Murder Mystery Theatre Royal 
Fri 16 – Sun 18 Oct  NZ Fishing, Hunting, & 4x4 Expo* Trafalgar Centre 
Sun 18 Oct Codgers Kids Enduro Codgers MTB Park 
Sun 18 Oct Edridge Contracting Teetoal Traverse Nelson Lakes National 

Park 
Sun 18 Oct Beatlemania On Tour Theatre Royal 
Wed 21 – Fri 23 Oct Women’s Conference Trafalgar Centre 



  
 

  
 

Thu 22 Oct – Sun 1 
Nov 

Nelson Arts Festival*  Various venues across 
Nelson Tasman 

Fri 23 – Sun 25 Oct Cortina Nationals Nelson Beachside and various 
locations across 
Tasman 

Sat 24 – Sun 25 Oct Geocaching Event Hope Hall 
Sun 25 Oct The Butterfly Effect Tasman Bay CrossFit  

Richmond 
   
November 2026   
Sun 1 Nov The Nelson Half Saxton Field 
TBC Sun 1 - Mon 2 
Nov 

D1NZ National Drifting Championship Kohatu Park 

Fri 6 Nov NZTrio: Reverie NCMA 
Sat 14 Nov NZ Cider Festival* Founders Heritage 

Park 
Tue 17 Nov Echoes of Pink Floyd Theatre Royal 
Tue 17 – Wed 18 Oct NZ Hydrological Society & Rivers Group Joint 

Conference 2026 
Rutherford Hotel 

Sat 21 Nov Richmond Retro Pop Culture and Toy Fair Richmond School 
Fri 27 Nov Bob McNeill The Murchison Theatre 
   
December 2026   
Fri 4 – Sat 5 Dec The Spectacle* Nelson City Roads and 

Trails 
Sat 5 Dec NZSO Summer Tour NCMA 
   
2027   
Sat 13 Feb Opera in the Park* Trafalgar Park 
Thu 4 – Sun 13 Mar Fringe Festival Various Nelson City 

Venues 
Sat 6 – Sun 7 Mar NZ Antique and Classic Boat Show Lake Rotoiti 
Sun 7 Mar Nelson Italian Festival* Trafalgar Park 
Sat 13 Mar Blues on the Point Festival Honest Lawyer 
Sat 13 – Sat 20 Mar NZ MTB Rally* Nelson Tasman Trails 
Fri 18 – Sat 19 Mar NZ Schools Triathlon Champs Rabbit Island 
Sun 21 Mar Multicultural Festival* Founders Heritage 

Park 
Sat 27 Mar Marchfest* Founders Heritage 

Park 
Sun 4 Apr Positive Ageing Expo Headingly Centre 
Sun 25 Apr ANZAC DAy ANZAC Park 
Fri 21 – Sat 22 May Dancing for a Cause Trafalgar Centre 
Fri 25 Jun Matariki* TBC 
Thu 1 – Sun 4 Jul TOTS Gymnastics comp Trafalgar Centre 
Early Oct (TBC) Nelson Jewellery Week Nelson City Venues 

 



  
 

  
 

Regular Markets 
and Events 

  

Every Saturday 
morning  

Nelson Market Montgomery Square 

Every Sunday Dixie Swing Honest Lawyer 
Every Sunday Meech & Co Eight Plates 
Every Sunday Montys Sunday Market Montgomery Square 
Every Sunday  Mapua Village Market Mapua Wharf 
Every Wednesday Nelson Farmers Market Halifax St next to Elma 

Turner Library 
Every Thursday from 
Oct – Apr (during 
daylight savings) 

Isel Twilight Market* Isel Park 

 

*Nelson City Council Funded Events 

Business Events 

For more information visit nelsontasman.nz/events or contact: 

Rebecca Leach 
Events Lead  M: +64 27 5777 158 rebecca.leach@nelsontasman.nz 
 

 


